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History 

¸20 y/o male unrestrained driver in head on 

collision with another car.

¸Extrication from car approximately 40 minutes

¸Patient unresponsive at the scene

¸Vital signs at scene:

¸ Heart Rate: 110 BPM

¸ Blood Pressure: 105/60

¸ Respiratory Rate: 30 breaths per minute and 

labored





Prehospital Information

¸ Begins with prehospital 
evaluation

¸ Paramedics should 
observe and relay 
information to the ED
¸ Mechanism of injury

¸ Status of the motor 
vehicle

¸ Steering wheel and 
dashboard damage

¸ Use of seat belts and 
air bags

¸ Speed of the vehicle

¸ Position of the patient 
when found

¸ Pertinent clinical data
¸ Vital signs

¸ Level of consciousness

¸ Cardiac rhythm

¸ Presence of chest wall 
trauma



Arrival to Emergency Department

¸Patient is on a backboard

¸Cervical collar is in place

¸100% Oxygen with a nonrebreather 

mask

¸No I.V. Cannula inserted



Spinal Immobilization



Physical Exam

¸Vital Signs: 

¸Heart Rate: 140 BPM

¸BP: 85/50

¸RR: 30 and shallow

¸Head: multiple facial and scalp 

lacerations, mouth and nose bleeding, 

mult. Teeth fractured and loose, Jaw 

deformity



Physical Exam

(Primary Survey)

¸Airway: snoring and gurgling sounds

¸Breathing: decreased breath sounds

¸Circulation: Patient tachycardic and 

Hypotensive

¸Disability: Pupils 6mm and nonreactive

¸ Patient nonverbal

¸ No eye opening

¸ Flexes extremities to painful stimulus

¸Exposure: Log Roll



Endotracheal Intubation







Tension Pneumothorax





Thoracostomy Procedure



Thoracostomy Procedure



Thoracostomy Completed
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Central Line







Physical Exam

(Secondary Exam)

¸ Head to Toe Exam
¸ HEENT: Mult. Facial Lacs, Right TM red and bulging, pupils 

non reactive, Trachea deviated to the right.

¸ Chest: absent BS on left, soft tissue crepitus on left chest

¸ Abd: soft, nondistended, no organomegally

¸ Pelvis: unstable to compression

¸ Rectal: good tone, prostate high riding

¸ Genital exam: blood at the penile meatus

¸ Back: no step offs, no deformities

¸ Neuro: decorticate posturing, unresponsive

¸ Extremities: deformity of left femur



Diagnostic Studies

¸X-rays: Lateral C-spine, CXR, Pelvis

¸Trauma CT

¸LABS

¸CBC

¸CMP

¸ (ETOH and Toxicology Screen)

¸Cross matched Blood



CT BRAIN

Subdural Hematoma




