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Objective

ÅTHE NEW 2009 ICD-9-CM CODES and 
THE NEW 2009 GUIDELINES

ïMRSA

ïPRESSURE ULCERS

ïSECONDARY DIABETES

ïHOSPITAL ASSOCIATED PNEUMONIA

ïHEADACHES &MIGRAINES
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What is MRSA? 
This little purple cluster of bacteria is a magnified 

version of Methicillin -resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus (MRSA)

Ç It can cause an 
infection in different 
parts of the body. 

ÇItôs resistant to some 
antibiotics so it's 
tougher to treat than 
most strains of 
Staphylococcus 
aureus 

ÇSo MRSA is 
sometimes called a 
"superbug."
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Methicillin Resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA)

Å038.12 Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus 
septicemia 

Å041.12 Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus in 
conditions classified elsewhere and of unspecified 
site 

Å482.42 Pneumonia due to methicillin resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus 

ÅV02.54 Carrier or suspected carrier of methicillin 
resistant Staphylococcus aureus 

ÅV12.04 Personal history of methicillin resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus
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MRSA colonization

( MRSA is present on or in the body without necessarily 

causing illness)

V02.54 

Carrier/Suspected Carrier 

MRSA

ñMRSA 

SCREEN POSITIVEò

ñMRSA NASAL

SWAB POSITIVEò
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MRSA colonization PLUS infection

V02.54 
+

MRSA 
Infection code

Both MAY be assigned

038.12 

MRSA septicemia 

V02.54 

Carrier/suspected 

carrier 

MRSA

482.42 

Pneumonia due to MRSA

V02.54 

Carrier/suspected 

carrier 

MRSA
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Combination codes for MRSA infection

ü Diagnosis: Pneumonia infection due to MRSA ï
üBefore New Codesï
ü482.41 Pneumonia due to Staph Aureus
ü V09.0 Infection with microorganisms resistant to 

penicillins
ü2009 New Combination Code ï
ü482 .42 Pneumonia due to methicillin resistant 

Staphylococcus aureus

ü Diagnosis: Septicemia due to MRSA is
üBefore New Codesï
ü038.11  Staphylococcus aureus septicemia 
üV09.0 Infection with microorganisms resistant to 

penicillins
ü 2009 New Combination Code ï
ü038 .12 Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus 

septicemia
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Methicillin Resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA)

Å038.12 Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus 
septicemia 

Å041.12 Methicillin resistant Staphylococcus aureus in 
conditions classified elsewhere and of unspecified 
site 

Å482.42 Pneumonia due to methicillin resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus 

ÅV02.54 Carrier or suspected carrier of methicillin 
resistant Staphylococcus aureus 

ÅV12.04 Personal history of methicillin resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus
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Other infections due to MRSA
If documentation shows a current 
infection due to MRSA

& infection does not have a 
combination code that includes 
the causal organism

Assign appropriate code to 
identify the condition 

And ADD THE NEW CODE  
041 .12 , Methicillin resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus in 
conditions classified elsewhere 
and of unspecified site 
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EXAMPLE: Other infections due to MRSA

Diagnosis: mycotic aneurysm of the distal descending 

thoracic aorta.ïculture found to be positive for MRSA

Before NEW CODES:

441.7 Thoracoabdominal aneurysm, w/out mention 

rupture

041.11 Staphylococcus aureus

V09.0 Infection with microorganisms resistant to 

penicillins

New 2009 CODES:

441.7 Thoracoabdominal aneurysm, w/out mention 

rupture

041.12   MRSA conditions classified elsewhere &              

of unspecified site 
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Pressure (Decubitus) Ulcer Stages

Å In previous years diagnosis codes were 
created to report pressure ulcers by site or 
location. 

Åno codes were available to report the depth 
or stage of the ulcer, which is an important 
element that reflects the clinical services 
necessary to treat the patient and indicates 
the quality of care. 
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NEW SUBCATEGORY 707 .2
Pressure (Decubitus) Ulcer Stages

ÅNew codes have been created to report 
the stages of pressure ulcers. 

ÅClinicians characterize pressure or 
decubitus ulcers by location, shape, 
depth and healing status
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Pressure (Decubitus) Ulcer Stages

Å Stage Iðnon-blanching 
erythema (a reddened area on 
the skin) 

Å Stage IIðabrasion, blister, 
shallow open crater, or other 
partial thickness skin loss 

Å Stage III ðfull thickness skin 
loss involving damage or 
necrosis into subcutaneous soft 
tissues 

Å Stage IVðfull thickness skin loss 
with necrosis of soft tissues 
through to the muscle, tendons 
or tissues around underlying 
bone 

Å Un-stage ableðdue to being 
inaccessible for evaluation (non-
removable dressings, eschar, 
sterile blister, suspected deep 
injury in evolution).
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Pressure (Decubitus) Ulcer New 
Codes FOR STAGING

Å707.20 Pressure ulcer, unspecified 
stage 

Å707.21 Pressure ulcer stage I 

Å707.22 Pressure ulcer stage II 

Å707.23 Pressure ulcer stage III 

Å707.24 Pressure ulcer stage IV 

Å707.25 Pressure ulcer, unstageable
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CODING PRESSURE ULCERS

Two codes are necessary to 
completely describe a pressure 

ulcer
× A code from subcategory 707 .0, 

Pressure ulcer, to identify the site 

×Plus a code from new subcategory 
707 .2. Pressure ulcer, to identify the 
stages  


